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able to calm their pain during that sur-
gery because they have a developed 
nervous system and because they have 
a beating heart. This body refused to 
even take up the issue and debate it. 

There is no question that I am very 
passionate about the issue of life and 
about children, and that we should as a 
culture protect children. But this one 
confuses me—for this body, more than 
any other issue. There are only seven 
nations in the world that allow elective 
abortions after 20 weeks. There are 
only four nations in the world that 
allow elective abortions after 24 weeks. 
We are in that elite club. We are in the 
elite club with three other nations that 
allow elective abortions that late— 
Vietnam, North Korea, and China—the 
worst human rights violators in the 
world. There sits the United States in 
that very elite club. 

Why are we there? Because we can’t 
even discuss the possibility that a child 
is a child, and anyone who has ever 
seen an ultrasound at 24 weeks cannot 
deny that is a child, and if that child 
was delivered prematurely, they would 
survive and grow and develop into a 
person. The only difference between 
that child at 20 weeks and an adult now 
is time. 

This issue will continue to come up, 
and it should because we as a culture 
should promote a culture of life and of 
honoring people—people at their most 
vulnerable moment. There is no more 
vulnerable a moment than that for 
that child. We have to get out of this 
club of elective abortions and the only 
group that allows it—North Korea, 
China, and Vietnam. When will we 
wake up to the fact that the entire rest 
of the world—all of Europe, all of Afri-
ca, all of Central America, all of South 
America, every one of those coun-
tries—sees that plain? A child is a 
child, and we need to be able to guard 
its life. 

So I am sad that today in a bipar-
tisan vote with more than 50 votes to 
be able to get into it and pass it, we 
didn’t have enough people even to want 
to discuss it and to be able to bring up 
the bill. We will bring it up again for 
the sake of those children and their fu-
tures. We will bring it up again, and we 
will keep bringing up the facts of the 
argument, not the emotion but the 
facts of the argument, and we will win 
people over. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
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EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination: Executive Calendar 
No. 497. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Gregory E. Maggs, of Vir-
ginia, to be a Judge of the United 

States Court of Appeals for the Armed 
Forces for the term of fifteen years to 
expire on the date prescribed by law. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nomination. 

Mr. LANKFORD. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate vote on the 
nomination with no intervening action 
or debate; that if confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nomination be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Maggs nomina-
tion? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EARL SMITH 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the legacy and heroic 
service of Mr. Earl Smith. An Alabama 
native and unsung American hero, 
Smith’s willingness to put himself in 
harm’s way saved an untold number of 
lives. 

More than 50 years ago, as a young 
officer in the U.S. Air Force, Smith 
was the on-call explosive ordnance dis-
posal, EOD, technician at Seymour 
Johnson Air Force Base in Goldsboro, 
NC. Nothing out of the ordinary had 
occurred throughout his shift on the 
evening of January 23, 1961, when the 
24-year-old Smith received an alarming 
phone call. He was informed that two 
Mark 39 hydrogen bombs had broken 
loose from a B–52 bomber and landed in 
a field just outside of Goldsboro. He 
was told the general location of the 
bombs, but other details were un-
known. 

Upon arriving to the crash site, 
Smith and other EOD technicians 
found that one bomb had crashed at 
such a speed that it was buried under-
ground, but the other was visible and 
appeared to be intact. Although the 
protocol was to alert the Atomic En-
ergy Commission before inspecting the 
bomb, Smith’s instinct was to act 
quickly. Dr. Ralph Lapp, a physicist in-
volved in developing America’s first 
nuclear bombs as part of the Manhat-
tan Project, stated in his review of the 
Goldsboro incident that ‘‘one simple, 
dynamo-technology low voltage switch 

stood between the United States and a 
major catastrophe.’’ 

Smith graduated from the U.S. 
Navy’s EOD school just 9 months prior 
to the incident. However, his training, 
combined with his immense bravery, 
allowed him and other EOD technicians 
to successfully disarm the bomb over 
several days of harrowing work. Ex-
perts estimate that, if detonated, the 
bombs were powerful enough to destroy 
everything within an 8.5 mile radius. 
When asked in a recent interview why 
the bomb did not go off, Smith replied, 
‘‘the Lord Jesus Christ only knows.’’ 

Such incidents prove that the secu-
rity we enjoy every day as Americans 
is because of courageous individuals 
like Earl Smith. Smith’s willingness to 
risk his life, along with his ability to 
maintain the secrecy of this formerly 
classified event for half a century, 
serve as distinct and sobering remind-
ers that there are American men and 
women serving tirelessly throughout 
the world to maintain the way of life 
we hold dear. 

It is my honor to offer my sincere ap-
preciation and gratitude to Earl Smith 
and the countless others like him who 
diligently, and often thanklessly, work 
to provide safety and security to all 
Americans. I hope that my colleagues 
in the Senate will join me in thanking 
them for their selfless service to this 
Nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO PATTI MEALS 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate Patti Meals on 
her retirement from CARE Chest of Si-
erra Nevada. For 26 years, Patti made 
an indelible impact on the people of 
northern Nevada as executive director 
of CARE Chest. 

From serving 334 Nevadans in 1990, 
when the CARE Chest first opened, to 
more than 13,000 in 2017, Ms. Meals has 
helped provide over 139,000 services and 
distribute 220,000 pieces of medical 
equipment and supplies in her career. 

With Ms. Meals’ dedication and pas-
sion, CARE Chest of Sierra Nevada has 
made great strides in improving the 
health and well-being of countless 
northern Nevadans by providing free 
medical resources to those in need. 

The group’s programs are tailored to 
aid and support the area’s underserved 
populations and include connecting 
local families to medical equipment, 
prescription assistance, diabetic sup-
plies, medical nutrition, home and ve-
hicle modifications, and wellness edu-
cation. 

As a result of Ms. Meals’ work, CARE 
Chest today owns its 5,000-square-foot 
facility in Reno and is considered a 
cornerstone of the northern Nevada 
community. The nonprofit has helped 
thousands of vulnerable Nevadans in 
their path to recovery. It is worth not-
ing that, in 2010, during Ms. Meals’ ten-
ure, CARE Chest of Sierra Nevada was 
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